
 

 

Equal before God 
Open 
Go around and let everyone answer... 
Have someone write down a list of as many sins as your group can identify. 
Then go back through the list and rate each sin on a scale of 1 (mild or respectable sins) to 10 
(serious or gross sins). What patterns do you see in this list?  
 

DIG 
 
Read Romans 2:1-11   You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone 

else, for at whatever point you judge the other, you are condemning yourself, because you 
who pass judgment do the same things. 2 Now we know that God’s judgment against those 
who do such things is based on truth. 3 So when you, a mere man, pass judgment on them 
and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape God’s judgment? 4 Or do you 
show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that 
God’s kindness leads you toward repentance? (NIV) 
 

The church in Rome had Jews as well as Gentiles. What kind of tension or basis for judgment 
may have existed between them?  
 
When Paul wrote these words, how did he know these people had “done the same things” 
(2:3)? In what ways do all people commit the same sins? 
 
A common way to justify your own shortcomings is to compare the worse things another per-
son is doing.  

Give an example of when you have seen someone do this. 
What is the danger of using rigid religious rules to judge others? 

Read Romans 2:1-11  5 But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are 
storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment 
will be revealed. 6 God “will give to each person according to what he has done.” 7 To those 
who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal 
life. 8 But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will 
be wrath and anger. 9 There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does 
evil: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile; 10 but glory, honor and peace for everyone who 
does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 11 For God does not show favoritism. (NIV) 

 
Describe the difference between the people who will be rewarded and punished (2:7-8). 
 
This passage is a part of a much larger section of scripture with a bold message of hope. How-
ever, does this particular section of Romans chapter 2 bring you more comfort or more worry? 
Why? 

APPLY 
 
On a scale of 1 as a “respectable sinner” to 10 as a “gross sinner” how would you rate your 
own life right now? 
 
How has God’s kindness, tolerance and patience (2:4) moved you to love him more?  
 
How does God’s kindness, tolerance and patience impact your relationships with others? 
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Notes 

Lesson Series 
 
This is a series based on passages from the 
book of Romans that highlights different 
aspects of the salvation we have in Christ. 
 
Big Idea 
 
God treats everyone equally and his love 
compels us to be more loving and less 
judgmental toward others.  
 
Prayer 
 
Pray for the ability to see your own wrongs 
before condemning others. 
 
______________________________ 
 
Use of Discussion Guides 
 
Life impact is greater when people sit in 
circles than in rows. That is because people 
in rows typically just listen or absorb 
information with no clear pathway for 
applying the message to daily life. 
However, when sitting in a circle with a few 
others, there is an opportunity to discuss 
how the message applies to your daily life. 
Make sure your group discusses the 
practical application. Then feel free to 
follow up later to ask how the application is 
going in each person’s life. 


